Media release Queensland Council for Civil Liberties

Ruddock Can’t Handle the Truth

Stephen Keim SC, Dr Haneef’s barrister, should be applauded for informing the public about the facts of his client’s case. 

“Attorney-General Ruddock can’t handle the truth, and so he has made a disgraceful attack on Mr Keim” the Queensland Council for Civil Liberties said today.

Mr Keim joins a list of distinguished lawyers and judges who have upset Australia’s ultra-authoritarian Attorney-General.  The list includes lawyers who acted without fee for immigration detainees, such as the refugees  detained by the SAS on the Tampa in 2001. In that case Justice French praised  pro bono lawyers for acting:

“according to the highest ideals of the law.  They have sought to give voices to those who are perforce voiceless and, on their behalf, to hold the Executive accountable for the lawfulness of its actions.  In so doing, … they have served the rule of law and so the whole community”.

The same comment applies to Mr Keim.

Anyone who heard Mr Ruddock’s attack on Mr Keim could be forgiven for thinking that Mr Keim had “leaked” a document or somehow acted unethically.  Nothing could be further from the truth.  He has put into the public arena information that counterbalances the misinformation spread by the government.  There was no prohibition on Mr Keim doing that, so to describe it as a “leak” is mischievous. 

Unless Mr Keim and others are able to tell the truth about the case, his client will continue to suffer from selective leaks from a government misinformation machine that operates on the “guilty until proven innocent” principle.

For Mr Ruddock to impugn Mr Keim’s ethics and professionalism is astounding, coming from a politician who:

· couldn’t see an ethical problem in locking children behind razor wire in outback immigration detention camps;

· is about the only lawyer in the world who thought that David Hicks could get a fair trial under the US Military Commissions system that was declared illegal by the US Supreme Court;

· urged the High Court to find that his government could keep stateless persons who had committed no crimes in  detention for the term of their natural life;

· presided over the immigration system that produced the illegal detention and psychological abuse of Cornelia Rau, Vivian Salon case and many others, as exposed by the Commonwealth Ombudsman

· demonstrated his aversion to the truth in the “children overboard” scandal.

The fact that Mr Ruddock has to tell lies about Mr Keim shows that Mr Keim is doing a good job for his client, and the public’s right to know. Mr Keim should wear Mr Ruddock’s attack on him like a badge of honour.  Who would want to be praised by an Attorney-General with Mr Ruddock’s track record?
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